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GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL, CINCEUR EOR POLAD 
E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING - JULY 22 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JULY 22, 

1976: 


Q. DOES THE DEPARTMENT HAVE ANY MORE INFORMATION ON WHO 
EXACTLY KILLED AMBASSADOR MELOY AND MR. WARING? 

A. NO, WE DO NOT. WE ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING MORE INFORMA- 
TION, BUT WE REALLY HAVE NOTHING MORE TO OEFER AT THIS 
TIME THAN WHAT LITTLE HAS BEEN PROVIDED IN RECENT WEEKS. 

Q. ALSO ON LEBANON, HAS ANY NEW DECISION BEEN MADE ON THE 
EVACUATION? 

A. NO, THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE EROM WHAT BOB EUNSETH 
SAID YESTERDAY AT THIS BRIEEING. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH 
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WITH VARIOUS QUARTERS ABOUT THE SITUATION IN LEBANON, AND, 
AS BOB MENTIONED YESTERDAY, THE EVACUATION IS STILL 
POSTPONED ON THE GROUNDS OF THE GENERAL SECURITY SITUATION. 

WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO WORK THINGS OUT AND WILL PROCEED WITH 

THE EVACUATION WHEN IT CAN BE SAFELY CARRIED OUT. 
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Q. AGAIN ON THE MELOY QUESTION, IT SEEMS TO ME I SAW A 
REPORT ABOUT A WEEK AGO TO THE EFEECT THAT THE PLO HAD 
RET .RASED WHOMEVER IT WAS THEY ARRESTED. DO YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE ANY CONEIRMATION OF THAT, NOR DO I HAVE 
ANY CONFIRMATION OF THE NEWS REPORT THIS MORNING 
REGARDING THE NUMBER 2 IN THE PLO BEING RESPONSIBLE. WE 
SIMPLY HAVE NO CONFIRMATION OF THAT. WE HAVE SEEN THE 
REPORT. I THINK THAT IS A FAIRLY OLD REPORT ACTUALLY. 

Q. WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE SUPPOSED 
TO BE EVACUATED? ARE THEY ALL GATHERED SOMEWHERE, OR 
ARE THEY STILL SCATTERED WHEREVER THEY WERE SCATTERED 
BEEORE? 

A. THERE IS A RALLY POINT. I THINK IT IS THE RIVIERA 

HOTEL. I PRESUME THAT SOME OF THEM WOULD BE STAYING THERE 

WAITING, OR GOING BACK TO THEIR OWN HOMES IF THEY ARE 

SECURE. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE NOW WHO HAVE SIGNED UP, 
AND I SUPPOSE SOME OF THEM DO GO HOME AT NIGHT AND KEEP 
IN TOUCH WITH THE EMBASSY REGARDING WHEN THE EVACUATION 
WILL ACTUALLY BE CARRIED OUT. 

Q. IS THAT NUMBER HIGHER THAN IT WAS, THE 403? 

A. IT IS THE SAME NUMBER. I HAVE NO CHANGE, NO. 

Q. NO MORE SIGNED UP? 

A. IF YOU WOULD LIKE, I CAN GET YOU AN UPDATE ON THE 
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LATEST SIGN-UP FIGURE. I WILL GET THAT FOR YOU. 

Q. THANK YOU. 

Q. DOES THE DEPARTMENT KNOW WHO KILLED AMBASSADOR 
DAVIES ON CYPRUS? 

A. AS FAR AS I KNOW, IT DOES NOT. 

Q. DOES ANYBODY IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT KNOW? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT EVERYBODY IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
KNOWS, BUT TO MY KNOWLEDGE WE DO NOT KNOW. ROBINSON 
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